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BACKGROUND

PlantRight works with California’s nursery industry to promote the sale of exclusively
non-invasive plants throughout the state. To do so, we recommend commercially

PLANTS IN 2017 SURVEY

SCIENTIFIC NAME

COMMON NAME

COHORT 1: ON PLANTRIGHT INVASIVE LIST SINCE 2006

Carpobrotus edulis
Cortaderia selloana
Pennisetum setaceum
Vinca major

Highway iceplant
Pampas grass

Green fountain grass
Periwinkle

COHORT 2: ADDED TO PLANTRIGHT INVASIVE LIST IN 2014

Eichhornia crassipes
Iris pseudacorus
Stipa tenuissima

viable and environmentally safe alternatives to the most commonly sold horticultural
invasive plants. With the annual Spring Nursery Survey we track the retail market for

invasive garden plants in California. The data collected from this survey informs
PlantRight’s strategy and allows us to monitor the effectiveness of our work over
time. This fact sheet highlights the collective undertakings and major findings of the

2017 Spring Nursery Survey.

METHODOLOGY

CANDIDATE PLANTS

Berberis darwinii
Centranthus ruber
Erigeron karvinskianus
Helichrysum petiolare
Lamiastrum galeobdolon
Pennisetum alopecuroides
Pennisetum villosum
Phalaris arundinacea

Water hyacinth
Yellow water iris
Mexican feathergrass

Darwin’s barberry
Red valerian
Mexican daisy
Licorice plant
Yellow archangel
Fountain grass
Feathertop

Reed canary grass

Each year, PlantRight randomly selects a sample of retail nurseries to survey from a Petite licorice
total pool of over 1,500 stores operating across California. This year over 170 trained

volunteers, many of whom are UC Master Gardeners, surveyed 332 independent, small chain, and big-box retailers in 45 counties.

Plecostachys serpyllifolia

The plants surveyed change slightly from year to year and always include invasives on PlantRight’s plant list, plus candidate plants that are
being evaluated for potential addition to our invasive plant list. Graphs in this fact sheet only show results for the seven plants currently on
the PlantRight invasive plant list. Results reflect only the plants that were found in climate zones where they are determined to be invasive
or potentially invasive. Our climate zones are based on the Sunset zones for each plant and guidance from our Plant List Committee.

PERCENT OF STORES SELLING INVASIVE PLANTS

RESULTS

. COHORT 1 (ON PLANTRIGHT LIST SINCE 2006)
COHORT 2 (ADDED TO PLANTRIGHT LIST IN 2014)
. ALL PLANTS (COHORT 1 & 2)

The rate of nurseries selling invasive plants
continues to decline. In 2014, 447 of nurseries
surveyed were selling locally invasive plants;
this rate dropped to 35% in 2015, to 317% in
2016, and to 29% in 2017.

Both Cohort 1 and Cohort 2 plants were found
at lower rates in 2017 than in any previous
survey year. Cohort 1 plants were found at
11% of stores in 2017 (down from 137% in 2016)
and Cohort 2 plants were found at 247 of
stores (down from 30% in 2016).

Of the nurseries that were selling any
invasive plants in 2017, only 8% had more than
one species of invasive plant for sale. This is
down from 2016, when 107 of stores (that sold
any invasive plants) had more than one
invasive plant for sale.

2013

(223 STORES SURVEYED)

2017

(332 STORES SURVEYED)

2014 2015

(226 STORES SURVEYED) (265 STORES SURVEYED)

2012

(238 STORES SURVEYED)

2016

(302 STORES SURVEYED)

Note: Survey identifies where invasive plants are for sale at garden centers. The survey does not identify volume of plants sold.
Survey design and data analysis by Learning for Action.
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http://mg.ucanr.edu/
http://sunsetwesterngardencollection.com/climate-zones
https://plantright.org/about/#steering
https://plantright.org/survey/
http://learningforaction.com/#home

PERCENT OF STORES SELLING INVASIVE PLANTS BY CLIMATE ZONE
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RESULTS BY
CLIMATE ZONE

Invasive plants were found
most often in the South
Coast (35% of stores had at
least one species of
invasive plant for sale),
followed by the Central
Valley (27%) and North and

Central Coast (267%).!
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PERCENT OF STORES SELLING INVASIVE PLANTS BY RETAIL TYPE
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RESULTS BY PLANT SPECIES

All 16 plant species included in the survey were
found in at least one store during the survey.

Mexican feathergrass, found in 227 of stores,
continues to be the most commonly sold
invasive plant. All of the plants on our list
except for Pennisetum setaceum and were
found at a smaller percent of stores in 2017
compared to 2016.

Yellow water iris (Iris pseudacorus) was only
found at one store, but it is often unlabeled and
difficult to identify, so may be sold at more
stores than recorded in this survey.

To learn more about our invasive plant list and
process, go to www.PlantRight.org.

RESULTS BY RETAIL TYPE

Big Box retailers saw a decrease in the number of stores selling
invasive plants, from 67% in 2016 to 3% in 2017. This continues the
sharp decrease seen since 2014, when 437 of Big Box retailers were
selling at least one invasive plant on the PlantRight list. PlantRight
secured a partnership with a major Big Box retailer in 2015 — and
another in 2016 to eliminate invasive plants on our list from all of
their stores in California.

On the other hand, independent retailers had a slight increase in
stores selling invasive plants, from 517% in 2016 to 53%. The largest
increase was seen in small chain retailers, with 48% selling at least
one invasive plant, up from 267 in 2015.

PLANTS FOUND AT MORE THAN 1% OF RETAILERS

(MEXICAN FEATHERGRASS)

CORTADERIA SELLOANA
(PAMPAS GRASS)

EICHHORNIA CRASSIPES
(WATER HYACINTH)

PENNISETUM SETACEUM
(GREEN FOUNTAIN GRASS)

CARPOBROTUS EDULIS
(HIGHWAY ICEPLANT)

VINCA MAJOR
(BIG LEAF PERIWINKLE)

STIPA/NASSELLA TENUISSIMA
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Mexican feathergrass was the most commonly
found invasive plant in 2017, despite another
decline from 2016. Photo credit: Brent Zahn.

1Because the survey sample included only a few stores in the Sierra & Coastal Mountain climate zone (9 stores), it is unwise to consider surveyed stores to be representative of

the population in this climate zone.
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